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Greetings, Wy’east Families! 

    It’s hard to believe that we are already wrapping up the 2019 

calendar year.  We have had a terrific start to our second quarter. 

It is so exciting to see so many Wy’east learners getting involved 

in our school community.  For athletics, you might have heard that 

we launched a girls wrestling program with strong participation numbers. I want to 

acknowledge that team as well as our boys basketball program as they both wrap up 

their 19-20 seasons.  Beyond athletics, our music program recently hosted some fabu-

lous winter concerts, the drama program is busy learning parts and building sets for 

our spring performance of Annie, and our robotics teams have had a great opening 

competition this year.  We had three teams competing and all three teams qualified for 

state competition in January. Way to go, Big Macs, City Sisters, and Astro Boys. We 

are also celebrating that Patrick Getchis, our STEAM teacher, wes recently named 

STEM Educator of the Year by the Gorge Tech Alliance!   

    On top of all of those programs, we are pleased to see so many learners taking ad-

vantage of our ExCEL after school program.  ExCEL will start back up for all learners 

on Monday, January 13, 2020. It is a free program for all of our students which always 

includes Homework Help as well as many exciting additional learning opportunities.  If 

you have not yet filled out a form for your child to attend ExCEL, be sure to do so the 

next time you stop into Wy’east. 

    Included in this mailing is your son or daughter’s progress report.  I encourage you 

to discuss the progress report with your Wy’east learner.  It might be a good plan to 

have them utilized the ExCEL Homework Help program to working on pulling up 

grades if needed.  Also, we can never emphasize enough how important daily attend-

ance is at Wy’east. The more learners are here the more they will learn and grow. 

While on winter break, we encourage 30 minutes of reading every day for every learn-

er at their target level.  You can make that literacy skill building so much stronger by 

having a conversation with your learner asking them to summarize what they read, 

make connections to their own life, and predict what might happen next. 

 

I wish each of you a safe and warm holiday season.  Happy Holidays! 

Sarah Braman-Smith 

12/23-1/3 NO SCHOOL  
Winter Break 
1/6 Boys wrestling practice 3:30 
1/6 Girls basketball practice 3:30 
1/20 NO SCHOOL  
Martin Luther King Day 
1/24 Author visit-Alexandra Diaz 
1/30 End of 2nd Quarter 
1/31 Emergency Closure Make 
Up, if needed 
2/3  NO SCHOOL  
Teacher Workday 
2/7 Report Cards mailed home 
2/17 NO SCHOOL  
Presidents Day 
3/2 NO SCHOOL  
Teacher Work Day 
3/5 Progress Reports mailed  
3/12 Parent Teacher  
Conferences 4:30-7 
3/17 Parent Teacher  
Conferences 4:30-7 
3/23-3/27 NO SCHOOL  
Spring Break  

State Assessment 

Excellence. 

Every student. 

Every day. 

 

Wy’east Middle School  

Building/Office Hours 

 

Monday 8:45-3:45 

Tuesday-Friday 7:45-3:45 
  Please plan your morning drop off 

times accordingly.   

  Whenever you are visiting Wy’east, 

please make the front office your first 

stop and check in with Catalina or 

Gabriela. 

         Exciting news! Alexandra 

Diaz, author of The Only Road 

and Crossroads will be visiting 

Wy’east on January 24th. The 

Only Road is an Oregon Battle 

of the Books title this year, a 

Pura Belpre Honor winner, an 

ALA Notable Book and has 

starred reviews 

from Booklist 

and School Li-

brary Journal. 

We are excited 

to have her pre-

sent about her  
writing! 

Author Visit 

    Once again, students at Wy’east will participate in the statewide assess-

ments that students across Oregon take to measure their academic progress 

in the core subject areas of English Language Arts, Math, and Science. All stu-

dents will take the Smarter Balance Assessment in the area of Math and Eng-

lish Language Arts and eighth graders will take the OAKS in the area of Sci-

ence. In addition to these tests, English Language Learners will take a manda-

tory ELPA test. 

 How Can Parents Help their Kids? 

It is critical for our students and schools that families and students take these 

tests seriously and be well prepared. Parents, here are a few tips to help your 

student do their best on these tests. 

* Make sure your child is at school on the days they are tested. Students who 

are absent during testing must later be pulled out of class to take the test. 

* Make sure your student gets plenty of sleep each night. It can be helpful to 

set a standard bedtime, so kids get a good night's sleep. 
* Talk to your child about the importance of doing his/her best and take these 

tests seriously. 

* A healthy breakfast is critical for good brain power. Make sure your child 

eats a good breakfast each morning. 

    If you would like information about what to do to if you want your child to 

opt out, please stop by the school office. 

Thank you! 

Nate Parson 

541-354-1548 


